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Butterfly Garden Adds to the 
Serenity at Walnut Village

In many ways resident Phyllis 
Fryer is a pioneer among her 
neighbors. Phyllis is one of the 
charter residents who moved to 
Walnut Village when it debuted in 
2009. 

“We reserved our cottage before 
the community was built,” Phyllis 
remembered. “We saw the artists’ 
drawings and were excited about 
the village concept. More than a 
decade later, it’s as wonderful as 
ever to live here.”

In 2021, Phyllis was a catalyst for 
creating the community’s butterfly 
garden, waystation and monarch 
haven, natural features that bring 
beauty and inspiration to many at 
the community.

Walnut Village’s journey to 
building the garden and waystation 
began when Phyllis was looking 
for colorful plants to enhance for 
her own patio garden. “I saw these 
yellow plants and I liked them,” 
Phyllis said. “I had no idea what 

they were but I brought them 
home. Pretty soon, other residents 
commented on how butterflies were 
fluttering around my cottage. I later 
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Phyllis Fryer hopes many more monarch 
butterflies will enjoy the milkweed planted 
outside her cottage.

It’s a new year at Walnut Village and the future looks bright. In 2021 we were named “Best of the Southland” by 
L.A. Times readers. To celebrate, we are offering new residents $50,000 off their entrance fee, and as a bonus, a
$5,000 incentive toward moving costs after 90 days of residency.* It’s your opportunity to live at the Southland’s
BEST continuing care retirement community!

For more than a year Walnut village adapted its services and amenities to focus on 
resident safety and infection control. The efforts clearly worked in terms of keeping 
COVID-19 out of the community, but everyone was thrilled when the engaged lifestyle they 
had been accustomed to resumed. It’s been rewarding to see everyone welcoming visitors 
back in their homes, enjoying meals together in The Grove dining room and Mosaic’s 
Bistro, experiencing live performances in the performing arts center and getting together 
for in-person exercise, art classes and swimming in the heated saltwater pool. 

Schedule your visit today by calling 714.507.7000 or by emailing walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net. This offer 
will not last long. Let us show you how great Village life can be!

*Limited time offer. Restrictions may apply and cannot be combined with or replace other offers.

Limited Time Offer: $50,000 Off Your Entrance Fee!



It’s 9 a.m. on Monday 
morning at Summer 
House, Walnut 
Village’s memory care 
neighborhood, and Life 
Enrichment Specialist 
Julie Rosenthal is excited 
for a new week of 
exploring possibilities 
with the dozen or so 
residents she engages 
with daily.

For those living with, or 
caring for someone with 
memory loss, providing 
meaningful inspiration 
and joy is both a primary 
goal and an incredible 

challenge. Julie uses every bit of her 30 years of 
experience of caring for others to engage with residents 
each day. She and her colleagues at Summer House are 
constantly experimenting with unique ways to engage 
residents beyond traditional activities usually associated 
with memory care communities like bingo, crafting and 
puzzles. While those activities certainly have a place for 
those who enjoy them, days at Summer House at Walnut 
Village are also filled with events like trivia, vegetable 
gardening, flex and stretch classes, spa days, chair yoga 
and more. 

“We work hard to modify everything we do to match 
the abilities of the residents who are participating,” 
Julie said. “We’ve found that the key to an enriching 
experience is to focus on the event at hand, not the 
outcome. It’s important to lose pre-conceived notions 
about how a particular activity should be done or what 
the end product might be. It’s about creating a space 
and experience where as many residents as possible 
can enjoy the process and the current moment of 
doing!”

One of the primary benefits for residents at Summer 
House is how much training, strategy and care is 
put into the life enrichment calendar. The shared 
community space comes alive with laughter, movement 

and inspiration many times throughout the day and 
allows residents to be present and experience joy and 
connection. 

“My mom loves the exercise classes at Summer 
House,” said Mary Glaser, the daughter of one of the 
residents. “The various exercises often takes different 
forms, which is really fun. They help keep mom fit. 
She also enjoys all the crafts. Julie comes up with very 
inventive ways for my mom to be creative.”

Technology also plays a key role in keeping residents 
engaged. Walnut Village was the first Summer House 
community within parent company Front Porch to 
incorporate “It’s Never Too Late (iN2L)” technology. 
iN2L features a large touch screen filled with activities, 
games, puzzles, music, virtual reality, entertainment, 
and other offerings that  deliver entertainment and 
intellectual stimulation to residents. At Summer House, 
technology is a tool—a rich and modern complement 
to the staff’s brand of 
compassionate care that 
never goes out of style.

“Julie does a wonderful 
job with the Summer 
House residents,” said 
Pamela Lowe, Walnut 
Village’s director of 
Health Services. “She 
has a gentle way about 
her that residents 
respond to.”

Summer House is part 
of the Walnut Village 
campus, its home-like 
setting features 14 shared 
residences — each with 
modern comforts and 
classic styling. This specially tailored space offers quiet, 
sun-filled rooms, a wander garden, lush landscaping 
and beautiful design inside and out. Be sure to ask for 
a tour of Summer House when you visit Walnut Village. 
Schedule a tour today by calling 714.507.7000 or by 
emailing walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net.

Residents and Staff Explore Possibilities Together 
at Summer House:
Memory care neighborhood offers unique life enrichment 
opportunities

Village Lifestyle

A Summer House resident and 
staff member enjoy a cooking 
class.

A Summer House resident builds 
a piñata for an upcoming CInco 
de Mayo Celebration.



Judy Phillips Doesn’t Miss Much at Walnut Village: 
Avid volunteer, billiards player and music lover chairs 
community’s Earthquake Committee

Resident Profile

At Walnut Village and beyond, resident Judy 
Phillips wears many hats and has many passions. 

Once a month you can find her in the 
community’s billiards room taking lessons. 
Then she puts those lessons to use three times 
a week with her classmates. She plays in the 
Walnut Village chime choir and is a singer in 
both the Walnut Village Chorale and the Long 
Beach chapter of the Sweet Adelines, a group 
of female “barbershop” singers. She played 
the double bass as a member of the Boulder 
Philharmonic when she lived in Colorado. She 
loves entertaining in Walnut Village’s famous 
“birthday shows” and a few years ago, she 
started a support group among residents who 
were caring for their spouses.

“Yes, you could say I’m involved,” Judy said 
with a smile. “I moved here when I was 72 so for 
the past 12 years I’ve had plenty of time to have fun. 
When my friends say they are not ready to move to 
a retirement community, I tell them they do not know 
what they are missing out on, particularly here. When I 
first thought about moving to a retirement community, 
I thought I would be spending much of my time in 
my apartment working on my genealogy. But when I 
got here, I found a world of new ideas, activities and 
adventures to explore, some I never anticipated or 
imagined.”

One of those projects is her involvement with the 
Walnut Village Earthquake Committee. Like many 
residents, Judy wants to make a difference in her 
retirement and is able to do so at the Village. With a 
master’s degree in psychology, she worked for years 
as part of a stress management team for the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) where she 
supported FEMA employees deployed during natural 
disasters and other emergency situations like the 1994 
Northridge earthquake. With that experience, it was 
natural for her to chair the Earthquake Committee, 
a resident-run cohort that coordinates earthquake 
preparedness with staff and fellow residents. 

“I love organizing things,” Judy said. “It’s a great use 
of my time and the group who are part of the committee 
are amazing.”

Although Walnut Village is not on any fault lines, it 
was constructed to withstand earthquakes, a feature not 
applicable to many older private homes. 

Judy coordinates drills with about 40 other residents 
on the team, including during the Great ShakeOut, an 
earthquake preparedness drill held each year on the 
third Thursday of October. “Our goal is to locate every 
resident and make sure they’re okay,” she said. 

If there was only one thing she could emphasize to 
residents, it is the importance of being prepared. Judy’s 
work and the work of the Earthquake Committee have 
gone a long way to making this a reality at Walnut 
Village.

“Of course, Walnut Village has a comprehensive 
emergency preparedness plan in the event of any 
emergency like an earthquake, however, resident 
involvement only makes that plan better,” said Executive 
Director Nadine Roisman. “They are a very passionate 
group in and out of Walnut Village. Those passions 
make our community the perfect place to pursue 
boundless opportunities.”

As a Walnut Village resident like Judy, you will have 
boundless opportunities to choose from. Schedule 
a tour today by calling 714.507.7000 or by emailing 
walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net.

Judy Phillips entertains residents at Walnut Village’s popular “Birthday Shows.”



learned the plants I had chosen were milkweed, the food 
for monarchs.”

According to the Center for Biological Diversity, 
the monarch butterfly has been decreasing toward 
extinction due to threats from pesticides, development 
and global climate change. Over the last 20 years, 
monarch populations have fallen by more than 80%. 

As more and more residents learned about 
the dwindling monarch population, they became 
enthusiastic about protecting it. Some purchased their 
own milkweed plants to grow in their cottage gardens 
and on their patios and balconies. They also approached 
Life Enrichment Director Judi Marsh about creating a 
community-sponsored butterfly garden and waystation. 

“We are a resident driven community,” Judi said. “Our 
serenity garden was the perfect spot to make their vision 
reality. It’s always been a quiet place and during the 
spring and summer, the milkweed blooms and we get 
quite the monarch population.” Other colorful, fragrant 
and flowering plants in the garden include azaleas, 
verbena, salvia and yarrows. Benches, chairs and tables 
make it the perfect haven for butterflies and humans 
alike.

The waystation 
serves as a habitat 
for monarchs to 
rest, breed, lay 
eggs, and get 
nectar during 
their migration 
and provides a 
source of food for 
caterpillars. It is 
certified by Monarch Watch, a non-profit, education, 
conservation and research organization.

Walnut Village has joined other Front Porch 
communities that have established gardens, meeting 
regularly on Zoom to discuss best practices for 
maintaining the gardens and to just talk butterflies.

“Butterflies are a deep and powerful representation 
of life,” Judi said. “It’s a perfect reflection of life here at 
Walnut Village – beautiful, vibrant and exciting.”

When you visit Walnut Village be sure to visit the 
butterfly garden and monarch waystation. Call for a 
tour today by calling 714.507.7000 or via email at 
walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net. 

891 S. Walnut Street
Anaheim, CA 92802 
walnutvillage.org
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The Walnut Village monarch waystation 
is certified by Monarch Watch.

We’re an equal opportunity housing provider
Lic. #306000961 COA 197

Los Angeles Times readers have 
named Walnut Village “The Best of 

the Southland” in 2021, and we would 
love you to be part of our award-wining community!

The Best of the Southland poll celebrates readers’ 
favorite businesses in Southern California in 65 
categories within five regional zones. Walnut Village 
received the number one spot, or “Best” in the Health 
and Wellness/Senior Living Care/Retirement category. 

In addition to being surrounded by friendship, 
creativity and wellbeing, residents have easy access 
to a wide variety of amenities and programs like 
Mosaic’s Bistro, Clay’s Art Studio, the Fitness and 
Aquatic Center and more. 

Schedule your tour today by calling 714.507.7000 or 
by emailing walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net, and 
see for yourself what the best retirement community 
in the southland has to offer.

Walnut Village Named 
‘The Best of the Southland’ 
By L.A. Times Readers


